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NEW ORLEANS CRIME COALITION DISTRIBUTES $1.5 MILLION 
IN FEDERAL FUNDING TO FIGHT VIOLENT CRIME

Ten local agencies granted critical financial support
New Orleans (December 13, 2010)  – The New Orleans Crime Coalition (NOCC) is pleased to announce that the $1.5 million included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010, for the NOCC will now be released to ten local crime-fighting agencies. Due to the efforts of Senators Mary Landrieu and Congressmen Anh “Joseph” Cao and Rodney Alexander and the entire Louisiana delegation, who advocated diligently on behalf of the criminal justice needs of New Orleans, NOCC will distribute these funds to significantly impact the fight against violent crime in New Orleans. 

Ten local agencies will be the beneficiaries of this Congressional Selected Award. The recipients and their respective grant allotments include:

· New Orleans Police Department, $125,000, for the implementation of Community Policing efforts 

· Orleans Parish Information Sharing and Integrated Systems, $150,000, for a technology project that falls under the umbrella of New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation and benefits all agencies within the criminal justice system

· District Attorney’s Office, $287,500, to fund the hiring of more attorneys

· Office of the Public Defender, $100,000, to fund sentencing alternatives
· Bridge House, $237,500, to supplement substance abuse treatment

· 24th Judicial District Court, $100,000, to implement intensive Probation Drug Court

· Children, Youth and Planning Board / Greater New Orleans Afterschool Partnership, $107,000, for juvenile services

· Children, Youth and Planning Board / Youth Empowerment Program, $93,000, for juvenile services

· City of New Orleans, New Orleans Parish Prison, $110,000, for anticipated for electronic monitoring

· New Orleans Crime Coalition, $40,000, for public perception of the NOPD surveys

· New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation, $150,000, for fiscal agent fee for administration, oversight, federal reporting and audit fees 
“With this funding, the NOCC can directly impact and assist critical needs in the criminal justice system and the war against violent crime,” stated Michael Cowen, Crime Coalition Chair. “These funds, which will be administered through our fiduciary agent, the New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation, will meaningfully support the work of agencies that are vital to creating a more efficient criminal justice system in our city. We are proud to have the opportunity to support such critical work.”
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Chairman of the Business Council and 2008 NOCC Chair, Greg Rusovich, stated, “For well over a year, the NOCC worked in close partnership with Senator Landrieu and Congressmen Cao and Alexander to seek this funding. Without their advocacy and confidence in the NOCC, this appropriation would not have been possible. These much needed funds provide another powerful weapon against violent criminals and provide meaningful alternatives to incarceration for those seeking help in finding a better way of life."
About the New Orleans Crime Coalition:

The New Orleans Crime Coalition includes nearly thirty community organizations working together to reform our local criminal justice system for the benefit of all. The member organizations are listed below. Since its founding in 2007, the NOCC has played a key role in obtaining an additional $5.7 million for local criminal justice agencies, and monitoring the expenditure of those funds; urging improved cooperation between the District Attorney’s office and NOPD; supporting the creation of an independent NOPD monitor; obtaining city funding for the Orleans Public Defenders Office for the first time; and creating one integrated computer-based information management system for the local criminal justice system.

The coalition works to address violent crime in New Orleans, by working with the local criminal justice system as a whole. It does so by offering recommendations of best practices and holding those responsible accountable for implementing focused, strategic plans that will result in an improved justice system leading to the conviction and incarceration of violent criminals. 
The organizational members of the New Orleans Crime Coalition include the Business Council, Common Good, Citizens For 1 Greater New Orleans, Urban League of Greater New Orleans, Crimestoppers, Metropolitan Crime Commission, New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation, Court Watch NOLA, Louisiana Restaurant Association, Bridge House, Odyssey House, GNO Inc., Jefferson Business Council, New Orleans Conventions & Visitors Bureau, Puentes New Orleans, Inc., Young Leadership Council, Beacon of Hope, Afterschool Partnership for Greater New Orleans, Living Witness Ministries, Mary Queen of Vietnam Parish, St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, Touro Synagogue, the Youth Empowerment Project, New Orleans Family Justice Center and EngageNOLA. 
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